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The Rural Action for Climate Resilience (RACR) project supports rural, community-
based organisations and faith-based institutions to strengthen local climate resilience,
protect livelihoods and respond to the impacts of climate change. 

Through learning exchanges, practical training, community action projects, advocacy
support and small grants, RACR helps communities build knowledge, share solutions
and take action on issues such as food security, water, energy, environmental
protection and climate justice. The project is implemented in partnership between
SCAT and SAFCEI. 

Rural Action for Climate
Resilience

The project is funded by the Embassy of Ireland. A previous phase of the project (2021-
2024) was co-funded by the European Union.

For more information about the project visit:
www.ruralaction4climate.org.za
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Weather and Climate Basics

Weather The short-term condition of the atmosphere at a particular place and time, such as heat,
cold, wind or rain.

Climate The usual pattern of weather in a place over a long period of time.

Climate change Long-term changes in temperature, rainfall and weather patterns, now driven mainly by
human activities.

Global warming The long-term rise in the Earth’s average temperature caused mainly by greenhouse gas
emissions.

Greenhouse gases Gases in the atmosphere, such as carbon dioxide and methane, that trap heat.

Climate justice The idea that the people least responsible for climate change are often the most affected,
and should be protected and heard.

Energy and Just Transition

Fossil fuels Coal, oil and gas formed over millions of years that release greenhouse gases when burned.

Renewable energy Energy from naturally replenished sources such as sunlight, wind and flowing water.

Just transition A shift to a low-carbon economy that is fair, inclusive and leaves no one behind.

Low-carbon economy An economy that keeps greenhouse gas emissions low while meeting people’s needs.

Energy access Reliable and affordable access to electricity and other energy services for households and
communities.

Green jobs Work that helps protect the environment and build a more sustainable future.

Resilience, Risks and Action

Adaptation Actions that help people and ecosystems adjust to climate impacts and reduce harm.

Mitigation Actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or prevent them from increasing.

Resilience The ability of people, communities and systems to prepare for, cope with and recover from
shocks.

Vulnerability How likely people or places are to be harmed by climate impacts.

Hazard Something that can cause harm, such as a flood, drought, fire or heatwave.

Justice, Governance and Global Agreements

Paris Agreement The international climate agreement through which countries work to limit global warming
and strengthen climate action.

Equity Fairness that recognises people do not all start from the same position and may need
different support.

Participation The active involvement of people and communities in decisions that affect them.
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Time Item Theme Programme content

18 May: Arrival Travel day
Participants arrive in Johannesburg and check in at the
hotel.

19 May: Day 1

08:00 to 08:30 Registration Arrival and settling in
Participants register and
receive workshop materials.

08:30 to 09:30

Welcome,
introductions
and workshop
outline

Opening and orientation

Setting the tone for the
workshop, introducing
participants and outlining the
three-day workshop journey.

09:30 to 10:30 Session 1
Understanding the Just
Energy Transition

Exploring what the Just Energy
Transition could mean for
communities affected by
mining, water challenges and
energy change.

10:30 to 11:00 Tea Break Tea break.

11:00 to 13:00 Session 2
Scenario planning
climate change card
game

Using scenarios to think
through climate risks,
community choices and
possible local responses.

13:00 to 14:00 Lunch Break Lunch.

14:00 to 15:45 Session 3
Using social media to
create awareness

Using social media to raise
awareness about a climate-
related issues.

15:45 to 16:30 Wrap-up Reflection
Reflecting on key insights and
closing the day.

17:30 to 18:30
Documentary
screening

Climate justice
storytelling

Watching Wild Coast Warriors
as a story of land, community
voice and resistance.
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Time Item Theme Programme content

Day 2: 20 May

08:30 to 08:45 Registration Arrival and settling in Participants register for the day.

08:45 to 09:00
Morning
welcome and
recap

Opening
Revisiting key lessons from Day 1
and linking them to the advocacy
focus of Day 2.

09:00 to 10:30 Session 1
Advocacy strategies
and campaign
planning

Learning from the Wild Coast
struggle and the strategies used
to defend land, livelihoods and
community rights.

10:30 to 11:00 Tea Break Tea break.

11:00 to 13:00 Session 2
Applying advocacy
strategies

Working with case studies to
choose strategies, plan responses
and compare possible outcomes.

13:00 to 14:00 Lunch Break Lunch.

14:00 to 16:00 Session 3 Building a community
advocacy campaign

Turning a local issue into a
campaign.

16:00 to 16:30 Wrap-up Reflection Reflecting on campaign ideas and
closing the day.

Day 3: 21 May

08:00 to 08:30 Registration Arrival and
preparation

Participants register for the day
and prepare for the field visit.

08:30 to 09:30 Travel Field visit preparation Travel to The Compost Kitchen.

09:30 to 12:30 Session 1
Practical climate
action

Learning from practical
approaches to composting, food
systems, circular economy work
and local resilience.

12:30 to 13:00 Travel Return Travel back to the hotel.

13:00 to 14:00 Lunch Break Lunch.

14:00 to 16:00 Session 2
Field visit, reel and
workshop reflection

Reflecting on field visit and
drawing together key insights from
the full workshop.

Day 4: 22 May Departure Travel day Participants check out and travel
home.
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What is Climate Change?
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Why is the Earth heating?
Human activities are causing climate change. The gases we release into the air

are trapping heat and making the planet warmer.
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Direct and indirect impacts
of climate change

Direct and indirect impacts of climate change
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How to adapt and build
resilience

Practical steps for people and communities
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What is a just transition for
South Africa

Source: Project 90 by 2030
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Source: Project 90 by 2030

Building a fair and inclusive
energy future
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What justice looks like
The three principles in action

Source: Project 90 by 2030
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Climate change, corruption
and service delivery in

South Africa
How these issues are connected
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How communities can hold
government accountable 

Advocacy strategies for climate, corruption and service delivery issues
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Sharing climate messages
in your community

A step-by-step guide to reaching people beyond social media
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Storytelling for climate
advocacy

A step-by-step guide to using social media to support a community campaign
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Youth and climate change
in South Africa

Why young people matter and what they can do
Young people in South Africa are already living with the effects of climate change,

including heat, drought, flooding, food insecurity, pollution and poor service
delivery. But young people are not only affected; they are leaders, organisers,

educators and innovators who can help build safer, fairer and more climate-
resilient communities. 
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Youth opportunities in a
just energy transition

How young people can build skills, livelihoods and
leadership in South Africa

The just energy transition should create fair opportunities for young people,
especially in rural areas, townships and small towns. Young people can benefit

through training, entrepreneurship, research, organising and community
leadership. The transition must be inclusive and leave no one behind.
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